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Mr. Mooriikad. Did you make suggestions for revisions in the Exec- 
utive order? 

Dr. Rhoads. TVe did. 

.Mr. Moorhead.. Were those suggested revisions accepted ? 

Dr. Eiioads. They were. _ _ 

Mr. Moorhead. Has the National Archives received requests for in- 
formation under the Freedom of Information Act ? 

Dr. Rhoads. Yes; we received requests for information under the 
Freedom of Information Act with some frequency. Normally we refer 
those requests that come to us to the originating agencies because in 
every instance the restrictions that have been placed on access to 
materials are those placed by the agencies, which we by' law are obliged 
to respect. 

Mr. Moorhead. Do you have any idea how many such requests you 
have received since the effective date of the act ? 

Dr. Rhoads. No, I don’t know how many there have been. If you 
wish we can supply that for the record. 

Mr. Moorhead. I wish you would. 

And while you are doing that, if you could tell us. the disposition 
of the requests, how many were approved, how many denied, how 
many referred to agencies and ultimately whether the requester got 
the information that he was seeking. 

Dr. Rhoads. Mr. Chairman, this would be difficult to do because I 
think in every instance they have been referred to the agency that 
placed the restriction on the' records and the agency made disposition 
of the cases. I think we would not know in most instances what tuo 
outcome was. 

Mr. Moorhead. In every instance you referred it to an agency? 

Dr. Rhoads. I believe so. 

Dr. 0’Nf.ill. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moorhead. You understand what we are looking for is to see 
how the Freedom of Information Act operates. 

Dr. Rhoads. Certainty. 

Mr. Moorhead, "Whatever figures you could give us that would be 
helpful to this subcommittee we would appreciate. 

I think Mr. O'Neill wanted to comment. 

Dr. O’Neill. I was going to say I think the figures would appear in 
the figures your committee has already obtained from the various 
agencies. Some of those appeals on which the agencies have presented 
you with statistics would' have been appeals for material in the Na- 
tional Archives. Any that would be simply National Archives would 
appear in the statistics provided to your committee by the General 
Services Administration in answer to your questionnaire. 

Mr. Moorhead. Yes. You understand. Dr. O’Neill, we are also try- 
ing to see how many times researchers go to the Archives and are 
turned down. It may be. for example, that we should change the law 
so that the Archives would defer to the originating agency. Perhaps 
that procedure just slows down a bona fide researcher; if there have 
been numerous referrals or numerous refusals, then we would to look 
into the procedures. 

That is the reason for my request. 

Mr. Phillips. Dr. Rhoads, haven’t there been some direct requests 
to the Archives from the Committee to Investigate Assassinations that 
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involved records and materials in connection with the Warren Com- 
mission investigation of President Kennedy’s assassination? 

TV - Rhoads. Mr. Phillips, there have been some inquiries. 

- 1 -t.I nii.Lips. Lnder the Freedom of Information Act? 
i. Kiioads. 1 es : and it may be that I erred in my statement to the 
chairman. Hicre have been some of those that wore lodged under the 
I reedom or Information Act. Some of those, of comw, would still 

m • of H ^r !lC C ro i hu ^neics of origin because a large part of the 
nus ot the u arren Commission consist of materials that the Commis- 
sion leccivcd from various agencies of the Federal Government. And 
we nave been following the guidelines established bv those agencies 
i peimitnng access. lint we will certainly look into that matter in 
liu lushing the mtormatiou we were just discussing 

A1 f° it ,'V°, uld lx V\“ clpful t0 har< - r ' n thc record a state- 
liient bj Di. Ivlioiicls which would summarize the status of records 
documents, materials, and so forth, that are in the custodv of the 
vremves m connection with the Warren Commission investigation. 
H e lan e had considerable amount of mail over the years on this sub- 

1,! f - i !' uk il ? u 'at deal of interest among some historians 

and scholars as to what the status of the various materials arc. I know 
tneie are donor restrictions. A clarifying statement that we could put 
n.tlie record from the Archives on this subject would serve a useful 

put pose. 

Ifno.vns. We will be glad to furnish that. 

( 1 he statement follows:) 

l!!E AVauren Commission Kecords and the Freedom of Information Act 
T ,A™ e iv?,| IS (v tUe r ,i; e ' siaent ' s Commission on the Assassination of President 

Sr 

Olsen, s *2? mTc *£? 

gui (1 r,i, K.sw; r ; hid ^ "rrom.i 

° .- . . . ls no "‘ >'C m S conducted. This review includes ■, snrvev of 

whether Vh' v° <ln ^’ ,,11< ' nts anions tlie Commission's records to determine 

eciu vt Or !,«• u™ fl- ^ "-S or downgraded under the provisions of Ex- 
f.M i.K. whicn goes into effect on June 1 7970 

The^ l rL"°r V? 1 ’ 001 ^ i ;? 00rds o£ tI,e Commission is withheld from 'research 

rara-w 

otl.ci rlun .in agency m litigation with the agenev. the disclosure of which (i) 

H,h"r' • . reiuv(?s reference correspondence files concerning the records of 
i r "* ,,,n nmt i Un ll0nialS of 320 requests for docun.ents or pLts of dooa- 

• Jin,™,!'' resea rollers under tlie exemptions in the Freedom of Informati™ 
,vct smee the act went into effect on July 4. 1007. Some of tlie documents" halved 
were la.er made available to the researchers by the 1070 review Two research 
ers have appealed denials of requests by the National Archives for 15 documents 
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